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ADVANCE \d 12Summary

The restriction of voting rights of canonically resident clergy not living in the diocese is not, as has been suggested, rare or unique. If the intent of the proposed change is to allow voting by missionaries and others serving the diocese through national positions such as chaplaincies, or who are away for further study, then we can use the model of a number of other dioceses whose canons tie voting to one’s service in or for the diocese. A proposed substitute amendment is offered in the Supporting Information section.

Argument

· Pittsburgh is not alone in requiring that clergy actually reside in the diocese in order to vote. At least 16 dioceses have requirements for actual residency, including Pittsburgh. Another 19 require that voting clergy person have a settled ministry within the diocese (or be on a recognized external assignment such as a military chaplaincy or serving at the national church headquarters). Dioceses using the settled ministry option include Eau Claire, Fond du Lac, Maryland, New York, Central Pennsylvania, Chicago, and Central Florida. 

· Thus, 31 or more of the dioceses in the U.S. have some form of restriction on voting clergy that ensures that voting clergy are currently engaged in Episcopal Church ministry in the geographic region served by the diocese. Dioceses that have chosen to restrict voting to those serving in or for the diocese have accommodated clergy whose assignments legitimately tie them to the region but remove them from it physically. All but one diocese with such a restriction requires that the person actually be present in order to vote. The exception is Kansas, which allows electronic voting by military chaplains on assignment elsewhere.

· The Constitution of the ECUSA requires that each diocese have a core of clergy both canonically resident and settled in a parish or congregation within its limits. The settled ministry clause implements this requirement.

· We do not have to reinvent the wheel. There is a common wording used by many of these dioceses. A substitute amendment is listed below that combines our current wording with that of the Diocese of Chicago. 

Supporting Information

From Page C1 of the materials provided to deputies:

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT: Article III, Section 2

Resolved, by this 138th Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh, that the words “and actually” be deleted as follows:

Every member of the Clergy, in regular standing, who shall have been canonically and actually resident in the Diocese, and engaged in the parochial missionary, or educational work of the Church, under the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese, for three months preceding any Convention, shall be entitled to a seat and vote in such Convention in all cases except in the election of a Bishop, in which case the qualifications necessary to vote shall be as hereinafter provided in Article XIV of this Constitution, PROVIDED, that no member of the Clergy so qualified shall lose his or her right to a seat and vote by reason of sickness or old age.

An alternative from the Constitution of the Diocese of Chicago (Article 5, Section 2):

Clergy entitled to seats in, and, subject to the provisions of Article 16, to vote in, the Convention shall be the Bishop; the Bishop Coadjutor; the Suffragan Bishops; and every member of the Clergy canonically connected with this Diocese who shall be settled in a Parish or Mission in union with the Convention, appointed to serve at the Cathedral, engaged as Dean or Missionary within the bounds of the Diocese under the appointment of the Ecclesiastical Authority, employed as a national or regional ecclesiastical officer, employed as an officer or instructor in any institution of learning or beneficence, engaged as a Chaplain in the armed forces or with any branch of the government of the United States, engaged in a business or profession with the consent of the Bishop and the Standing Committee in accordance with the provisions of Canon 44, Sec. 4a of the Episcopal Church, or retired because of age or infirmity.

Article V, Section 5 of the ECUSA Constitution:

No new Diocese shall be formed unless it shall contain at least six Parishes and at least six Presbyters who have been for at least one year canonically resident within the bounds of such new Diocese, regularly settled in a Parish or Congregation and qualified to vote for a Bishop. Nor shall such new Diocese be formed if thereby any existing Diocese shall be so reduced as to contain fewer than twelve Parishes and twelve Presbyters who have been residing therein and settled and qualified as above provided.

Proposed Substitute Amendment:

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT: Article III, Section 2

Resolved, by this 138th Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh, that the section in question be modified to read as follows (where words to be removed are struck through and words added are shown in italics):
Every member of the Clergy, in regular standing, who shall have been canonically and actually resident in the Diocese, and who shall be settled in a Parish or Mission in union with the Convention, appointed to serve at the Cathedral, engaged as Dean or Missionary within the bounds of the Diocese under the appointment of the Ecclesiastical Authority, employed as a national or regional ecclesiastical officer, employed as an officer or instructor in any institution of learning or beneficence, engaged as a Chaplain in the armed forces or with any branch of the government of the United States, or engaged in a business or profession with the consent of the Bishop and the Standing Committee in accordance with the provisions of Canon 44, Sec. 4a of the Episcopal Church engaged in the parochial, missionary, or educational work of the Church, under the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese, for three months preceding any Convention, shall be entitled to a seat and vote in such Convention in all cases except in the election of a Bishop, in which case the qualifications necessary to vote shall be as hereinafter provided in Article XIV of this Constitution, PROVIDED, that no member of the Clergy so qualified shall lose his or her right to a seat and vote by reason of sickness or old age. 

Comments of the amendment to the amendment:

1. Voting by bishops is provided for in Article IV, so it was unnecessary to copy the wording of the Chicago model on that topic.

2. Clergy have to be serving in a parish “in union with the convention”–this requires that the parish be a part of the diocese (or a mission of the diocese). ECUSA canons forbid territory (i.e., a parish) being moved from one diocese to another without the explicit approval of both dioceses and of General Convention. A bishop in one diocese cannot simply declare a parish in another diocese to be “in union” with it. The term “in union” also could cover foreign missions directly sponsored by the diocese, but a mission in another diocese would run afoul of the ECUSA canons again.

3. The only use of “missionaries” is in regard to missionary work within the diocese. External missionaries would have to qualify under the terms covered in comment 1.

4. The other employment section refers to ECUSA canon law about clergy who are working in business, schools, etc., but who are willing to perform priestly duties. Again, if they are living in another diocese, they have to report their presence to the local bishop and cannot officiate as a priest for more than two months without getting a license from that bishop. In other words, the bishop in the other diocese can block the person sent from Pittsburgh from serving as a priest or deacon, even if that service is without pay.

5. The amendment restores the 3 month “residency” period so that clergy could not be recognized on Wednesday as canonically resident and vote on Friday!
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