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Summary

The amendment will be disruptive of the historical traditions of the church and lead to chaos. It is also contrary to the principles expressed by the majority of this convention.

Argument

· The Episcopal Church, USA (ECUSA), constitution requires every diocese to have a clause in its canons providing unconditional submission to the constitution and canons of the ECUSA. The original 1789 constitution required that all dioceses accede to the national church constitution. The provision that new dioceses need a statement of unconditional submission was placed in the constitution in 1838 and thus precedes the formation of the Diocese of Pittsburgh. The clear, reasonable, and necessary intention is to bind dioceses in perpetuity to the authority of General Convention. We cannot have a “national” church without such provisions binding us together.

· The ECUSA constitution parallels that of the United States. The nation’s founders considered one of the major failings of the Articles of Confederation to be that there was no way to enforce decisions of Congress and no way to create uniform understandings of law short of brute military force. One of the major innovations of the U.S. Constitution, and core to its ability to create a republic with an effective national government, was the inclusion of the “Supremacy Clause” (Article VI), which declared federal laws, constitution, treaties, and court decisions to be the “supreme law of the land.” Those who wrote the first constitution for the Episcopal Church placed the accession clause in the church constitution to implement the idea of “Supremacy Clause in the Episcopal Church. The alternative to this sort of relationship within the ECUSA is to have a different sort of church in each diocese, based on local understanding.

· The current controversies in the Communion have led the American Anglican Council (AAC), in which Bishop Duncan is a Vice President and to which many parishes and persons in this diocese belong, to press for some supraprovencial mechanism that can coerce errant provinces into conformity to the “mind of the Communion.” The irony in this position is that the authority of General Convention over dioceses—which is firmly established through canon law—is being denied at the same time the authority of the Anglican Primates over provinces—for which there is no canonical precedent—is being asserted. Conservatives are supporting the power to coerce where it suits them and denying it where it does not. This is not how we are called by God to behave toward one another.

· The church considers conformity to the national church constitution and canons so important that it requires every person upon ordination as a deacon, as a priest and as a bishop to solemnly state: “I do solemnly engage to conform to the doctrine, discipline, and worship of the Episcopal Church.” The constitution and canons are central to the discipline of the church. Thus, for a priest or deacon to vote for this amendment is to violate his or her ordination promise. If you believe the church has gone astray, the available responses are to either work to change the national church decisions through General Convention or to leave the church. Ignoring the law of the church is not an option, and is contrary to the many expressions within this diocese of a need for fixed rules of behavior.

Supporting Information

From page C1 of the materials provided to deputies to the 2003 Annual Convention:

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT: Article I, Section 1

Resolved, by this 138th Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh, that a second sentence be added to Article 1 [sic], Section 1 of the Constitution:

In cases where the provisions of the Constitution and Canons of the Church in the Diocese of Pittsburgh speak to the contrary, or where resolutions of the Convention of said Diocese have determined the Constitution and Canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, or resolutions of its General Convention, to be contrary to the historic Faith and Order of the one holy catholic and apostolic church, the local determination shall prevail.

From the ECUSA Constitution (Article V, Section 1):

A new Diocese may be formed, with the consent of the General Convention and under such conditions as the General Convention shall prescribe by General Canon or Canons, (1) by the division of an existing Diocese; (2) by the junction of two or more Dioceses or of parts of two or more Dioceses; or (3) by the erection into a Diocese of an unorganized area evange lized as provided in Article VI. The proceedings shall originate in a Convocation of the Clergy and Laity of the unorganized area called by the Bishop for that purpose; or, with the approval of the Bishop, in the Convention of the Diocese to be divided; or (when it is proposed to form a new Diocese by the junction of two or more existing Dioceses or of parts of two or more Dioceses) by mutual agreement of the Conventions of the Dioceses concerned, with the approval of the Bishop of each Diocese. In case the Episcopate of a Diocese be vacant, no proceedings toward its division shall be taken until the vacancy is filled. After consent of the General Convention, when a certified copy of the duly adopted Constitution of the new Diocese, including an unqualified accession to the Constitution and Canons of this Church [emphasis added], shall have been filed with the Secretary of the General Convention and approved by the Executive Council of this Church, such new Diocese shall thereupon be in union with the General Convention.

From the ECUSA Constitution (Article VIII):

No person shall be ordered Priest or Deacon to minister in this Church until the person shall have been examined by the Bishop and two Priests and shall have exhibited such testimonials and other requisites as the Canons in that case provided may direct. No person shall be ordained and consecrated Bishop, or ordered Priest or Deacon to minister in this Church, unless at the time, in the presence of the ordaining Bishop or Bishops, the person shall subscribe and make the following declaration

I do believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, and to contain all things necessary to salvation; and I do solemnly engage to conform to the Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of the Episcopal Church.
Provided, however, that any person consecrated a Bishop to minister in any Diocese of an autonomous Church or Province of a Church in communion with this Church may, instead of the foregoing declaration, make the promises of Conformity required by the Church in which the Bishop is to minister.

If any Bishop ordains a Priest or Deacon to minister elsewhere than in this Church, or confers ordination as Priest or Deacon upon a Christian minister who has not received Episcopal ordination, the Bishop shall do so only in accordance with such provisions as shall be set forth in the Canons of this Church.

No person ordained by a foreign Bishop, or by a Bishop not in communion with this Church, shall be permitted to officiate as a Minister of this Church until the person shall have complied with the Canon or Canons in that case provided and also shall have subscribed the aforesaid declaration.
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