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Summary

Passing these resolutions will make the diocese complicit in Bishop Duncan’s breaking of his vows as a Bishop of the Episcopal Church. 

Argument

· [Addressed to Bishop Duncan] The resolution proposes a process that can only create confusion and disunion with ECUSA by invading the dioceses of other bishops. This is contrary to your promise to uphold the worship and order of the Episcopal Church.

· The resolution requests that a consultative body intervene in the duly ordered affairs of the Episcopal Church. This is contrary to the vow to uphold the discipline of the Episcopal Church.

· The resolution proposes a novel reading of the phrase “historic Faith and Order” of the Church, since, by its very nature, the proposal creates disorder. And because even the Anglican Primates in their latest Pastoral Letter affirmed the right of national churches to experiment and innovate. (In other words, “Faith and Order” is a living, changing concept.)
· [Addressed to Bishop Duncan] A Bishop’s ministry includes a charge to uphold the unity of the Church. You have announced that there is “no going back” and called the ECUSA an “apostate church” and accused it of a “winner take all” attitude. ECUSA, however, acted in a conciliatory manner, rejecting a resolution for creating a liturgy for same-sex blessings and leaving discretion in the hands of each bishop. Therefore, they gave you room to follow your conscience. Thus, it is these resolutions that create an “all or nothing” situation, threatening the unity of the church, not ECUSA.
Supporting Information

The Ordination service opens with the presentation of the bishop and then he signs the following statement before the whole congregation:

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, I, N.N., chosen Bishop of the Church in N., solemnly declare that I do believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, and to contain all things necessary to salvation; and I do solemnly engage to conform to the doctrine, disciplines, and worship of the [Protestant] Episcopal Church [in the United States of America].   (Underline added)

From the May 27, 2003 letter of the Anglican Primates:

We recognise that all churches, and not just Anglicans, face challenges in applying the Gospel to their specific situations and societies. These challenges raise questions for our traditional teaching and understanding—questions which require of the Church a careful process of thought and discussion in order to discover a way forward that is true to our inheritance of faith in Christ and to our duty as Christians to care for all people.

Recalling the Virginia Report's exhortation that we should strive for “the highest degree of communion possible with tolerance for deeply held differences of conviction and practice” (Report of the Inter-Anglican Theological and Doctrinal Commission, 1997, chapter 1), we are committed as Primates: 

· to the recognition that in each province there is a sincere desire to be faithful disciples of Christ and of God's Word, in seeking to understand how the Gospel is to be applied in our generation;

· to respect the integrity of each other's provinces and dioceses, acknowledging the responsibility of Christian leaders to attend to the pastoral needs of minorities in their care; 

· to work and pray that the communion between our churches is sustained and deepened; and to seek from God “a right judgement in all things” (Collect of Pentecost).

Earlier in the letter the Primates made this point about theological education:

We recognise that there is a distinctive Anglican approach to theological study. This is reflected not only in the way our worship and liturgical life express our belief, and in our attention to Scripture read in the light of tradition, but also in our respect for exploration and experiment.
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