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Summary

Resolution #2 seeks to separate our diocese and a small number of other dioceses from the ECUSA. This separation is not desired by the Episcopal Church generally, nor by a significant number of clergy and laypersons in this diocese.

Argument

· There is no doubt that the position of Bishop Duncan that a separation within the Episcopal Church is “inevitable” is a minority one. Few bishops are standing with our own on this point. Most participants in this convention recently received a mailing that provided a sampling of episcopal statement from across the country. Unity in diversity is a common theme in these statements.
· Any division of our diocese will separate long-time friends in the church.
· Bishop Duncan, at regional hearings, repeatedly acknowledged the “orthodox” in the diocese and “dissenters” from what is the majority orientation in Pittsburgh. He repeated dismissed the significance of those who want the church to stay together in spite of their dissatisfaction with the actions of General Convention. These people are an inconvenience to those who want to split our church.
· The existence of many churches in this diocese will be endangered by the split that Bishop Duncan seems determined to bring about. Small churches who might lose but a few families may instantly cease to be viable. Broad-church parishes that are welcoming to a spectrum of views may be torn between the ECUSA and whatever church the bishop is about the create. These divisions may cause disputes, including property disputes, that will destroy these churches as well.
· The Unity Petition that has been circulated throughout the diocese in recent weeks has collected in excess of 750 signatures from more than 25 churches. [Show petitions.] Signed petitions are still being sent in, and more churches are expected to be represented in the final count. No doubt the signature count would have been larger had not diocesan clergy not actively discourage or even prohibited the circulation of the petition in their churches.
Supporting Information

Text of Unity Petition:

We, the undersigned, members of the Episcopal Church, USA, worshiping in the parish of [parish] in the diocese of Pittsburgh, acknowledge that the people of this diocese, like those of all other dioceses, are divided on the issue of homosexuality. However painful our divisions, we believe that a split of the Episcopal Church over them would be more painful still, and would not advance God’s kingdom.

We therefore urge our bishops, clergy, and convention deputies to reject the resolutions proposed for the September 27, 2003, special convention, and we urge all laypeople to work for the defeat of these divisive proposals.

We call for continued prayer, teaching, discussion, and discernment on the issues that divide us, and we pledge to continue our common worship and to pursue our common mission of representing our Savior Jesus Christ to a broken world.

Churches represented by signatures on petition to date:

All Saints

Calvary

Christ Church, Greensburg

Christ Church, Indiana

Emmanuel

Holy Cross

Redeemer

St. Andrew’s, Highland Park

St. Andrew’s, New Kensinton

St. Barnabas

St. Brendan’s

St. David’s

St. James

St. Lukes, Patton

St. Mark’s

St. Martin’s

St. Paul’s, Mt. Lebanon

St. Peter’s, Brentwood

St. Thomas, Cambria

St. Thomas, Canonsburg

St. Thomas, Oakmont

Trinity Cathedral

St. Stephen’s, Wilkinsburg

St. Peter’s, Butler
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