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Summary

The appeal to the Anglican primates is based on a misunderstanding of Anglican faith and the role of the primates.

Argument

· As the Archibshop of Wales as recently said, “We do not have a centralised system of government in the Anglican Church. The Archbishop of Canterbury is not our Pope. Bishops at Lambeth Conferences do not have authority to legislate. The Anglican Consultative Council is precisely that—a Consultative Body. The Primates meeting together do not have authority to legislate either. The Anglican family and the Anglican identity is defined by our acceptance of scripture, the Creeds, the two dominical sacraments and the historic episcopate locally adapted—what has been called the Lambeth quadrilateral. Each province is autonomous. Obviously we have to be sensitive to one another’s needs and to our wider inheritance of faith but at the end of the day we are all self governing provinces with our own system of choosing bishops, our own synodical procedures and our own way of dealing with moral issues. In other words, as Anglicans we believe that we learn our faith in a particular place, be that in Wales, England, Canada or Africa. That doesn’t mean that we are swamped by the local culture, but it does mean that Christian communities in different parts of the world have different emphases.”

· The Study Report on diversity issued before the 1998 Lambeth Council included as point 50: “The way in which the Anglican Communion has developed means that there is no centralised authority which acts juridically on behalf of all its member churches. No single Church or group of churches has the right to arbitrate on behalf of other Anglicans, or determine the shape of others' faithful discipleship.”

· The Anglican understanding of the shared basis for communion is a “shared understanding of catholic faith and order, a shared sacramental and liturgical inheritance, and in the interlocking history of their churches.”  In other words, sexuality, teachings about marriage, etc. are not part of the core that holds the communion together.

· The 1998 Lambeth resolutions defined the central bodies of the communion as subsidiary to the National churches and limited their sphere to only those things the individual national churches could not do alone.

Supporting Information

The Archbishop of Wales comments come from his address to the governing body of the Church in Wales, September 2003.
Lambeth 1998 Study Document, II. Diversity and Koinonia:

14. … Within the Anglican Communion, this experience of a common life in the Holy Trinity has traditionally been expressed in the formularies and constitutions of the different Provinces which spell out the doctrinal and structural features of Anglicanism. Anglican life “in communion” is expressed in a shared understanding of catholic faith and order, a shared sacramental and liturgical inheritance, and in the interlocking history of their churches.

35. While the specific words through which candidates affirm their baptismal promises differ from Province to Province, their content highlights five commitments understood broadly across the Communion as directly related to the ministry of the laos as body of Christ, none of which can be said to be more important than the others. These are worship, proclamation or evangelisation, forgiveness or reconciliation, service and working for justice.
RESOLUTION III.3

Subsidiarity

This Conference affirms the principle of “subsidiarity,” articulated in Chapter 4, The Virginia Report [http://www.lambethconference.org/reports/report1.html], which provides that “a central authority should have a subsidiary function, performing only those tasks which cannot be performed at a more immediate or local level”, provided that these tasks can be adequately performed at such levels.
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