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Summary

Resolution #2 appeals to the Anglican primates for relief. This is an un-Anglican and un-American idea that can only lead to further mischief.

Argument

· The Episcopal Church was organized with the purpose of being independent of the Church of England. After the American Revolution, the new nation recognized that the concerns of the American and English churches would necessarily diverge. American Anglicans needed their independence just as did colonists generally.
· The independence of the Episcopal Church mirrors the independence from the Pope sought by the English church. To invest the Archbishop of Canterbury or the Anglican primates with papal-like power is fundamentally contrary to the spirit of Anglicanism and the ethos of American independence.
· Anglican bishops have been conferring through the mechanism of the Lambeth Conference only since 1867. It was an American idea to institute the conferences, but it was clearly established at the outset that bishops met only for discussion.
· The primates can, of course, give the ECUSA any advice they wish, but we are under no moral or legal obligation to take that advice. The Episcopal Church is an independent church that has never agreed, informally or otherwise, to be bound by the opinions of the “Anglican Communion.”
· Lambeth Resolution III.6.b is sometimes cited as justification for intervention in the American province by the primates (see documentation below). Although the Lambeth Conference passed this resolution, the ECUSA has in no way recognized the authority that the primates have attempted to claim. The resolution attempts to regularize intervention in extraordinary circumstances, as when the Archbishop of Canterbury reconstituted the episcopate in Rwanda because Rwandan bishops had been complicit in genocide and had abandoned their duties. The alleged “crisis” in the ECUSA is hardly of this nature.
· Lambeth III.6.b refers to “cases of exceptional emergency which are incapable of internal resolution within provinces.” It is clearly premature to suggest that the “crisis” we face cannot be resolved internally. Bishop Duncan and his supporters do not want to try to resolve this internally because they know that their position is a minority one.
· In particular, in the statement read by Bishop Duncan immediately after the Robinson vote in the House of Bishops, he said, “[W]e are calling upon the Primates of the Anglican Communion, under the presidency of the Archbishop of Canterbury, and in accordance with Lambeth Resolution III.6(b), to intervene in the pastoral emergency that has overtaken us.” Is this not declaring an emergency “incapable of internal resolution” rather too quickly?
· If the ECUSA accedes to the authority of the Anglican primates, we face a risk akin to that faced by American Roman Catholics, who often feel that the Pope has no understanding of American society. If the “Anglican Communion” can reverse our decisions on issues of homosexuality, it will shortly attempt to do the same with respect to, for example, the ordination of women, which is a minority concept within the Anglican Communion.
Supporting Information

The Articles of Religion allow for national differences between churches. The following is taken from page 974 of the BCP:

XXXIV.  Of the Traditions of the Church.
It is not necessary that the Traditions and Ceremonies be in all places one, or utterly like; for at all times they have been divers, and may be changed according to the diversity of countries, times, and men’s manners, so that nothing be ordained against God's Word. Whosoever, through his private judgment, willingly and purposely, doth openly break the Traditions and Ceremonies of the Church, which be not repugnant to the Word of God, and be ordained and approved by common authority, ought to be rebuked openly, (that others may fear to do the like,) as he that offendeth against the common order of the Church, and hurteth the authority of the Magistrate, and woundeth the consciences of the weak brethren.

Every particular or national Church hath authority to ordain, change, and abolish, Ceremonies or Rites of the Church ordained only by man’s authority, so that all things be done to edifying.

The following resolution is from the 1998 Lambeth conference:

RESOLUTION III.6

Instruments of the Anglican Communion

This Conference, noting the need to strengthen mutual accountability and

interdependence among the Provinces of the Anglican Communion,

(b) asks that the Primates’ Meeting, under the presidency of the Archbishop of Canterbury, include among its responsibilities positive encouragement to mission, intervention in cases of exceptional emergency which are incapable of internal resolution within provinces, and giving of guidelines on the limits of Anglican diversity in submission to the sovereign authority of Holy Scripture and in loyalty to our Anglican tradition and formularies;

Statement of bishops read by Bishop Duncan immediately after the House of Bishops vote on Canon Gene Robinson:

The bishops who stand before you are filled with sorrow. This body, in willfully confirming the election of a person sexually active outside of holy matrimony, has departed from the historic faith and order of the Church of Jesus Christ. This body has denied the plain teaching of Scripture and the moral consensus of the Church throughout the ages. This body has divided itself from millions of Anglican Christians around the world, brothers and sisters who have pleaded with us to maintain the Church’s traditional teaching on marriage and sexuality.

With grief too deep for words, the bishops who stand before you must reject this action of the 74th General Convention of the Episcopal Church. As faithful Episcopalians and members of this house, we are calling upon the Primates of the Anglican Communion, under the presidency of the Archbishop of Canterbury, and in accordance with Lambeth Resolution III.6(b), to intervene in the pastoral emergency that has overtaken us. Most Reverend sir, we must go to take counsel with our people and minister to them.

May God have mercy on His Church.
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