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Summary

Resolution #1 asserts that General Convention “exceeded its authority and departed from its constitution.” The actions of General Convention are therefore to be considered “null and void, and of no effect” in the Diocese of Pittsburgh. The diocese has no right to nullify actions of General Convention.

Argument

· The constitution of the diocese (in Article I, Section 1) binds the diocese to the actions of General Convention, irrespective of whether they are wise or proper.
· No provision is made in the constitution or elsewhere to allow nullification of General Convention actions by the diocese.
· If General Convention errs, only General Convention can correct the mistake.
Supporting Information

The following is from the diocesan constitution:

Article I

Acceding to the General Constitution
Section 1. The Church in the Diocese of Pittsburgh, being a constituent part of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, accedes to, recognizes, and adopts the Constitution and Canons of that Church, and acknowledges its authority accordingly.

Section 2. The Diocese of Pittsburgh embraces all those counties of the State of Pennsylvania known as Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Cambria, Fayette, Greene, Indiana, Somerset, Washington and Westmoreland.

— 1 —

